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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either in
speech or in silence. You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which
you may then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card in the
offering plate.



http://www.stspeterandpaulriverside.org

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 20", 2026 == 10:15 a.m.

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no
matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about
punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and
merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God that
is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy we are
all beggars.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

*(FATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME ANDPRELUDE Slane setting Ann Krentz Organ

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, s one God,
who pours love into our hearts
and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.



Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.
Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Here this good news:

We have peace with God through = Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN Lord of All Hopefulness ELW 765
*GQREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to
us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10-4:11
After Jonah'’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to
spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God
ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a
question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all
worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty
thousand Ninevites?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the
outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls
on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 174
Gospel Acclamation
Celtic Alleluia
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the alleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker
Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Inc. 5536 NE Hassalo. Portland. OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*(GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew..
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption
that God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. David Olson

*HYMN OF THE DAY Lord of Light ELW 688




*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together
in trust and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news
and our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be
witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that
all your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees.
Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with
camaraderie, and bring an end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth
that their value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those
who are injured, ill, and for all in any need especially... . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others
in the community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community
endeavors with our time and talents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved
ones whose desire to be with Jesus 1s fulfilled, especially... . Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and
whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAI
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING OF THE GIFTS
*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of creation, you send rain and earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our
gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always. Amen.

*DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



*PREFACE

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HoLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen




*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with
mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a
needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ

Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the

interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.

The god of grace # bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*SENDING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW 669

*DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Thaxted

SERVING IN THE [LITURGY

Holst

PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER
ASSISTING MINISTER

MusIC MINISTER

HARPIST

SERVICE LEADER

LECTORS

GREETERS

LIVE STREAM

USHER

ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN

Rev. David Olson

Tom Myers

David Richards

Beverly Tarbox

Beverly Tarbox

Paul and Carrie Watkiss
John and Shirley Kostelny
Fred Kuzel

John Kostelny

Fred Kuzel



IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Elaine Haase, Staci Harden, Luddy Kovalsky,
Robert Kubik, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Lois Mika, and Gregg Valek. Friends and
Relatives of the Congregation: Mary Ann Babiar, Betty Bartel, Ann Boor, Rich
Caliendo, Dan Costello, Tom Doran, Barbara Dykes, Melissa Foe, Drew Janos,
Ron Kelly, Michael Kerney, Lisa Martin, Marcia Matthies, John Mocek 111, Artem
Molovkina, Peter Spilotro, Marta Vrtichova, Brian Wickenheiser, and Tom Zajac.

Welcome and thank you to Rev. David Olson for serving as the preaching and
presiding minister in the liturgy this morning during our time of transition.

Homebound members wishing a visit from Interim Pastor Ken Johnson can use
the contact information below to arrange an in-person or phone visit. Pastor Johnson
will serve as the presiding minister at our services on the second Sunday of the
month. In the event of a pastoral emergency Pastor Johnson can be reached via e-
mail at Ken6168@sbcglobal.net or his mobile phone 773-947-4488.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering

September 13™, 2026
Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2026: $1,827.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $ 990.00
Shortage: $ 837.00

Benevolence is our commitment to SZS and ELCA missionary support.
The budget’s current need will be adjusted when a
new pastor accepts our call.

Donations are welcome via Zelle at donations@stspeterandpaulriverside.org.



mailto:Ken6168@sbcglobal.net

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF)

Sunday, September 20, 2026

A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before
being elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church,
the first African American Lutheran to serve in such a capacity.

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

Monday, September 21, 2026

Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government.
Tax collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the
occupiers. Jesus nevertheless showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a
disciple.









