
- - - - - - E - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - E - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - E - - - - - -

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either in
speech or in silence. You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which
you may then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card in the
offering plate.
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ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 9 , 2026 ] 10:15 a.m.th

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound
of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with
fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we
gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting
words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants
us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-155

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND PRELUDE Cantad setting Kolander

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, Z one God,
whose compassion endures forever.   Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins.
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.



Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God,
Father, Z Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN              Oh, Sing to the Lord ELW 822

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause
us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and
daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:9-18
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer
silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand
Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to
anoint Elisha as his own successor.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a
gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed
word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an
indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     ELW 174

*GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who
fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to
the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and
doubt.

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Ken Johnson



*HYMN OF THE DA  Y           My Life Flows On in Endless Song ELW 763 

*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together
in trust and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

         We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be
heard. Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the
church in its faithful witness. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.



For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve
biodiversity in all its variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of
a changing climate. Move our hearts with compassion to join in this work.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in
positions of authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to
respond with Christlike mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in
your loving presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who
suffer, especially... . Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life
amid a turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church
leaders with your still, calm voice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us, especially... . Guide
us in our earthly journey, that we may one day join them in your eternal
kingdom. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING OF THE GIFTS

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding
with us now and forever. 
Amen.

*DIALOGUE



*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen 
 



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

DISTRIBUTION Méditation Cécile Chaminade

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our
hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with
us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and
forever.
Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
Z one God,
bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen.

*SENDING  HYMN     God, Bless the Hands ACS 1022
    

*DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Tarantella William Henry Squire

SERVING IN THE LITURGY

PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Rev. Ken Johnson
ASSISTING MINISTER Charles Matthies
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Carrie Watkiss
LECTOR Charles Matthies
GREETERS John and Shirley Kostelny
LIVE STREAM Paul Watkiss
USHER John Kostelny
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Edward and Joanne Sefara



IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Elaine Haase, Staci Harden, Luddy Kovalsky,
Robert Kubik,  Rev. James Kuemmerle, Lois Mika, and Gregg Valek. Friends and
Relatives of the Congregation: Mary Ann Babiar, Jeri Basek, Ann Boor, Rich
Caliendo, Dan Costello, Tom Doran, Barbara Dykes, Melissa Foe,  Drew Janos,
Ron Kelly, Michael Kerney, Brian Wickenheiser,  Lisa Martin, Marcia Matthies,
Artem Molovkina, Peter Spilotro, Marta Vrtichova, and Tom Zajac. 

Welcome back and thank you to our Interim Pastor Rev. Ken Johnson for serving
as the preaching and presiding minister in the liturgy this morning during our time
of transition. Homebound members wishing a visit from Pastor Johnson can use the
contact information below to arrange an in-person or phone visit. Pastor Johnson
will serve as the presiding minister at our services on the second Sunday of the
month. In the event of a pastoral emergency Pastor Johnson can be reached via e-
mail at Ken6168@sbcglobal.net  or his mobile phone 773-947-4488. 

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Mary, Mother of Our Lord
Saturday, August 15, 2026
The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos,
meaning "God-bearer," for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, the
Magnificat, speaks eloquently of God's lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
August 2 , 2026nd

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2026: $1,827.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $1,220.00
Shortage:     $   607.00

Benevolence is our commitment to SZS and ELCA missionary support.
The budget’s current need will be adjusted when a

new pastor accepts our call.

Donations are welcome via Zelle at donations@stspeterandpaulriverside.org.

mailto:Ken6168@sbcglobal.net

