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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either in
speech or in silence. You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which
you may then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card in the
offering plate.
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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
March 23rd, 2025  10:15 a.m.

   
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut
down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your
ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is
forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good
news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FIVE, PAGES 156-164

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND PRELUDE         “Prelude in F Minor” from WTC J.S. Bach

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Come, let us acknowledge our sin and seek God's face, that we may live. (A brief
silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.) 

Holy, gracious and merciful God, we confess that we have turned away from you
and from our neighbors, and in toward ourselves. We have sought security in
possessions and the place of power in relationships. We have trusted ourselves
most of all. Turn us back to you, O God. In your mercy, forgive our sinfulness
and cleanse us from guilt and shame. Guide us on the path of freedom that is
your gift to us in Christ our Lord. Amen

Hear for yourselves: There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
In the waters of baptism grace abounds for you and for all. God turns to you in love
and puts away every sin, every wrong turn, for the sake of + Jesus, the one God sent
to save the world. Amen



*GATHERING HYMN            As the Deer Runs to the River ELW 331

*GREETING

The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us
from sin, be with you all.
And also with you.

*KYRIE ELW 157
(Please refer to Hymn #157

 in Evangelical Lutheran Worship for the melody.)

In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, 
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

For your people here who have come to give you praise,
for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, and defend us, O God.
Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through
the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey
it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:1-9
To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a
celebration of abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those
who return to the Lord will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God's ways are not
our ways.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 63:1-8
Prayed in unison by the congregation.

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory.

For your steadfast love is better than life itself;
my lips shall give you praise.

So will I bless you as long as I live
and lift up my hands in your name.

My spirit is content, as with the richest of foods,
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,

when I remember you upon my bed,
and meditate on you in the night watches.

For you have been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.

My whole being clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Paul uses images from Hebrew story and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus
Christ: He is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign
of God's faithfulness.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 176

*GOSPEL READING Luke 13:1-9

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is
deserved into a hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope
that the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY              God Bestows on Every Sense ACS 1069



INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of
leadership. We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are
welcomed into the body of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we
rejoice now that these sisters and brothers will lead us in our common life and our
mutual mission as a congregation.

Members of the Congregation Council are invited to stand as their names are read.

Officers
Carrie Watkiss, President

Charles Matthies, Vice-President and Financial Secretary
Fred Kuzel, Secretary-Treasurer

Members
Janet Broussard

Larry Crachy
Kathy Ganschow

John Kostelny
Linda Painter
Philip Painter

A reading from First Corinthians: There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:4-7).

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. You
are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God,
who gathers us into one together with the whole church.

You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning,
witness, service and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this
congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.

You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers
you may be glorified.

You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and
mutual understanding in this congregation.



On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and
faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected?

Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

The congregation stands. Those being installed face the assembly while the
presiding minister addresses the congregation.

People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you
share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?
We will, and we ask God to help us.

Those being installed face the presiding minister, who addresses them.

I now declare you installed as officers and council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you
may be faithful servants of Christ. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Almighty God, your heavens and your ways are higher than our ideas, our hopes
or our plans. Abundantly pardon us that we may live a joyful life in the spirit of
your love. In the day of trial: Be present, Lord.

Holy Spirit, when we cling to God with our whole being, remind us that God has
an even firmer embrace of us, and his right hand holds us fast. In the day of trial:
Be present, Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, tested in the wilderness, be with us when we feel tested, and be
our help in the day of trouble. In the day of trial: Be present, Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, you call us to repentance, and you call us to produce fruit for the
kingdom. Forgive us when we balk at witness and serving, forgetting the need to
be obedient to the Way of the Cross. In the day of trial: Be present, Lord.

Holy Spirit, help us see Christ at work among us, at work by us and through us, and
at work on us, that we may grow in the faith. In the day of trial: Be present, Lord.



Lord Jesus, we may not know that some of us need healing because the disease is
not yet obvious. Heal us all, with special attention to those whom we name aloud,
especially… . In the day of trial: Be present, Lord.

Additional prayers may be added here in speech and silence.

Almighty God, gather us around the tree of life in the garden of paradise with all
the holy saints who trusted in your covenant of mercy, especially… . In the day of
trial: Be present, Lord.

From every wilderness day, Good Lord deliver us. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with
words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from
your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

DIALOGUE

*PREFACE FOR LENT

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever. Amen



*LORD’S PRAYER



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Return to the Lord with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey and drink for
the desert.

DISTRIBUTION Pietà, Signore Fétis

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain
us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a
making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,
and claimed us as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you + peace. Amen

*SENDING HYMN     There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy ELW 588

*DISMISSAL

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Brandon Michaels
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
LECTOR Charles Matthies
GREETER Carrie Watkiss
LIVE STREAM Fred Kuzel
USHER George Valek
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Beverly Tarbox

IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Heather Greer, Ann Head, Shirley Kostelny, Luddy
Kovalsky, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Mary Sasuta, Edward Sefara, and Gregg Valek.
Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Wally Bisping,
Dan Costello, Eric Dennison, Tom Duran, Barbara Dykes, Melissa Foe, Denise Fricano,
Walid Jabbar, Drew Janos, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Lenyce Lawrenson, Darlene
Loughlin, Nick, Artem Molokivna, Julie Mroz, Donald Neal, Gail Purcell, Tim Richard,
Mary Lee Rosland, Sandy Rossella, Dan Smith, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson, Janie
Tarbox, Tom Thoreson and Tom Zajac.

The flowers at the Lord’s table today are given in loving memory of dear husband
+Edward Meksto+ on the 7th anniversary of his passing on March 20th by
remembering wife Esther.

Today officers and members of the Congregation Council are being installed for
the coming year. Please thank these members of the Council for their service to the
congregation and its local, domestic and global ministries. And also please offer
your prayers for them as well as your partnership in ministry.



Lenten Vespers, Holden Setting
is sung every Wednesday evening at

7:15 p.m. through April 9th,
preceded by a supper of soup and bread

beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Just one more supper host is needed and may sign up on the list
posted at the lower west entrance to the dining hall or please leave
a voice mail message by calling the church office at 708-442-5250 
or send an email message to office@stspeterandpaulriverside.org.

Easter lilies will be available for $16.00 per plant for those who wish to place a lily
or lilies in the chancel for the upcoming Easter celebrations. To order, please call
or email the church office or use the sign-up sheet posted in the usual place in the
dining hall (lower west entrance). The final day to order is Thursday, April 10th.
You are also welcome to bring your own potted spring plants, including lilies,
hyacinths, tulips, daffodils, etc. to decorate the sanctuary.

Traditionally, Lent is a time for giving up something. People quit eating chocolate
or drinking coffee or alcohol. Lent becomes a time to fast from all sorts of things
that are not good for our physical or spiritual health. What if people were instead
invited to take on a practice during Lent: daily prayer, daily scripture reading,
meditative walks, acts of kindness and generosity. What might forty days of taking
on such practice yield?



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of El Salvador, martyr, died 1980
Monday, March 24th 
Romero was deeply concerned with injustices evident toward the poor and
powerless in El Salvador, and worked forthrightly against political repression. He
was assassinated while presiding at the eucharist in a chapel near the cathedral in
San Salvador.

Annunciation of Our Lord
Tuesday, March 25th 
Nine months before Christmas we celebrate the annunciation, in which the angel
Gabriel announced to Mary that she would give birth to the Son of God. The ancient
church believed that this was also the date of the world's creation and of Jesus' death
on the cross.

Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, died 1824
Saturday, March 29th 
Hauge was a layperson who wished to revitalize the church in Norway. As a result
of a mystical experience, he felt called to preach. Many professionals in the church
feared his motives and influence, and he was imprisoned for leading unauthorized
gatherings.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
March 16th, 2025

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2025: $1,962.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $2,325.00
Surplus:     $   363.00

Donations are welcome via Zelle at donations@stspeterandpaulriverside.org .


