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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
February 23rd, 2025  10:15 a.m.

Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The Spirit
guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured
and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ. It is
the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-156

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND PRELUDE

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

God of light and peace, we confess that we are not at peace—with others or
with ourselves. We bring to you all that tears us apart: discord in our
families, violence in our world, our own conflicted hearts. In your mercy,
mend us. Reunite us with one another and to you. Let peace reign over all
the earth, through the Prince of Peace, our Savior and Lord Jesus. Amen

In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon
grace: forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken
heart. Hear this word of God’s pardon and peace: in the name of Jesus our
Savior, you are free from all your sins. Rise, shine, for your light has come.
Amen

*GATHERING HYMN     I Come with Joy ELW 482



*GREETING

The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace be with you all. 
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is
hatred, we may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair,
hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to
love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING  Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself
to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God
has used their evil intentions for good to preserve life during a devastating famine, and
Joseph forgives them.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.” Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches
passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into eternity.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW 172



*GOSPEL Luke 6:27-38

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke... Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower
radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders.
Living in harmony with God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing.

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY        Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive ELW 605

*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust and
hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made. A brief silence is observed.

You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to
follow the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to
show mercy just as we have first received mercy. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers
and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for planting.
Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and
disease. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect
all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and
amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend
broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and
deliver all whose spirits are troubled, especially… God of grace, hear our prayer.

You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to
resolve conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes,
and show love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom,
especially… As you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us
in faith by the promise of resurrection. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came
among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your
gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and
heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE

*PREFACE FOR EPIPHANY

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the
miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:



*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen



*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

DISTRIBUTION Viola Concerto Casadesus

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with
heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow,
every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise
both now and forever. Amen



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,
and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen

*SENDING HYMN  Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling ELW 608

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Divertissement Delibes

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor 
ASSISTING MINISTER Tom Myers
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Beverly Tarbox
LECTOR Kristine Boike
GREETERS Walter and Judith Cudecki
USHER Walter Cudecki
LIVE STREAM Paul Watkiss
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Janice Hapgood



IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Heather Greer, Luddy Kovalsky, Shirley Kostelny,  Rev. James
Kuemmerle, Mary Sasuta, and Edward Sefara. Friends and Relatives of the Congregation:
Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Wally Bisping, Dan Costello, Eric Dennison, Tom Duran, Barbara
Dykes, Melissa Foe, Denise Fricano, Walid Jabbar, Drew Janos, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel,
Lenyce Lawrenson, Darlene Loughlin, Nick, Julie Mroz, Donald Neal, Gail Purcell, Tim
Richard, Mary Lee Rosland, Sandy Rossella, Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson,
Janie Tarbox, Tom Thoreson and Tom Zajac.

The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in loving memory of beloved father
+Eugene Gana+ on the anniversary of his death by remembering daughter Adrienne
Gana.

COMMEMORATIONS

Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, died 156
Sunday, February 23rd 
Because he is said to have been known by John, the author of Revelation, as well as the
important early church fathers Irenaeus and Ignatius, Polycarp serves as a vital link in church
history. He was burned at the stake at age 86 for refusing to renounce his faith.

Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, died 1921
Tuesday, February 25th 
Born in Norway and trained there as a deaconess, Fedde was asked to come and minister to the
poor and to seamen in New York City. She established the Deaconess House in Brooklyn as
well as Deaconess Hospital in Minneapolis.

George Herbert, hymnwriter, died 1633
Saturday, March 1st 
An excellent scholar, Herbert served briefly in the English parliament, then became a parish
priest. He was known for devoted care of his parishioners, as well as for writing poetry and
hymns, including "Come, my way, my truth, my life." He died at age 40.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
February 16th , 2025

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2024: $2,615.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $.00
Shortage:     $.00


