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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

February 16th, 2025  10:15 a.m.

Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. We would do well to
listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our
place in the crowd among those who desire to touch Jesus. The risen Christ stands
among us in the mystery of the Holy Supper with an invitation to live in him, and offers
power to heal us all.

HOLY COMMUNION
WITH THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING FOUR, PAGES 147-156

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND PRELUDE

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God’s mercy. Silence
is kept for reflection and self-examination.

God of light and peace, we confess that we are not at peace—with others or with
ourselves. We bring to you all that tears us apart: discord in our families,
violence in our world, our own conflicted hearts. In your mercy, mend us.
Reunite us with one another and to you. Let peace reign over all the earth,
through the Prince of Peace, our Savior and Lord Jesus. Amen

In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon grace:
forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart.
Hear this word of God’s pardon and peace: in the name of Jesus our Savior, you are
free from all your sins. Rise, shine, for your light has come. Amen

*GATHERING HYMN     Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty ELW 533



*GREETING

The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Living God, in Christ you make all things new. Transform the poverty
of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make
known your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

CHORAL ANTHEM Rejoice and Be Happy

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING  Jeremiah 17:5-10
These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings that
contrast two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God
is active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of death.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has
been raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life
beyond death.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah ELW 172

*GOSPEL Luke 6:17-26

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke... Glory to you, O Lord.

After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature
and demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements
about who is truly blessed in the eyes of God.

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



*HYMN OF THE DAY        This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now ELW 448

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION AND *PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

*CREED

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

BAPTISM

*WELCOME

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven. Let us welcome the newly baptized.
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us
in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming
word to all the world.

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made. A brief silence is observed.

We pray for the church. Raise up faithful leaders to proclaim the gospel. Guide us
in the ways of love. Empower us in ministry and service. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

For the earth. Bless deserts and canyons, farmlands and vineyards. Bring sufficient
rainfall to lands parched by drought, and restore places scorched by wildfire.
Protect fragile environments from harm. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the nations. Grant wisdom to our elected leaders for the sake of the common
good. Give courage to those who suffer persecution. Give patience and
perseverance to those who work to bring an end to injustice. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

For those in need. For those who do not have enough food; for those who lack
money; for those who are estranged from their families; for those who worry about
many things. Comfort those who mourn. Heal and strengthen those who are sick,
especially…  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For this assembly. For newcomers, visitors, longtime members, and those who are
absent from us today. Root us deeply in your word and increase our faith. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.



Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

With thanksgiving, we remember those who have died, especially… Encourage us
by their example and lead us in faith until we are united at your unending feast.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers and fill us with the radiance of your love; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

*PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM What a Wonderful World

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came
among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your
gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and
heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE



*PREFACE FOR EPIPHANY

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you
proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed
your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.



All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

DISTRIBUTION Adagio Boccherini

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with
heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow,
every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise
both now and forever. Amen



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on
your path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen

*SENDING HYMN  Blest Are They ELW 728

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Morris Dance Edward German

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor 
ASSISTING MINISTER Charles Matthies
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Philip Painter
LECTOR Joanne Sefara
GREETERS Philip and Linda Painter
USHER George Valek
LIVE STREAM Fred Kuzel
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Janice Hapgood

IN THE PRAYERS...

Members of the Congregation: Heather Greer, Ann Head,  Luddy Kovalsky, Rev. James
Kuemmerle, Mary Sasuta and Edward Sefara. Friends and Relatives of the
Congregation: Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Wally Bisping, Dan and Mary Costello, Eric
Dennison, Tom Duran, Barbara Dykes, Melissa Foe, Denise Fricano, Walid Jabbar, Drew
Janos, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Lenyce Lawrenson, Darlene Loughlin, Mike Matthies,
Nick, Julie Mroz, Donald Neal, Gail Purcell, Tim Richard, Mary Lee Rosland, Sandy
Rossella, Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson, Janie Tarbox, Tom Thoreson and
Tom Zajac.



The flowers at the Lord’s Table are given in memory of +Mary R. Sordel+ on the first
anniversary of her passing on February 15th, 2024 by remembering family.

The sacrament of Holy Baptism is celebrated today for Theodore “Teddy” Lee, son
of Thomas and Kathryn Murray, grandson of Philip and Linda Painter, and great-
grandson of Luddy and the late +Alfred+ Kovalsky. As members of the body of Christ,
we promise with the parents and Godparents to nurture the growth of Teddy in the
covenant of his baptism. We welcome him into the Lord’s family and receive him as a
member with us in the body of Christ, child of the same heavenly Father, and a worker
with us in the dominion of God.

COMMEMORATIONS

Cyril, monk, died 869; Methodius, bishop, died 885; missionaries to the Slavs
Friday, February 14th 
These two brothers from Thessalonika, Greece, were monks and were sent to bring
Christianity to the Slavic people. In the course of their work they created a written
language, inventing the Cyrillic alphabet for it, and translated the Bible and the liturgy.

Martin Luther, renewer of the church, died 1546
Tuesday, February 18th 
Though he began his adult church life as a simple Augustinian monk, Luther challenged
the abuses he saw in the church, and his work eventually led to the Protestant
Reformation. Luther's accomplishments included liturgical reform, translation of the
Bible, and creation of the Small and Large Catechisms.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
February 9th , 2025

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2024: $2,615.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $.00
Shortage:     $.00

Donations are welcome via Zelle at donations@stspeterandpaulriverside.org .



 Mardi Gras
             

Saturday, March 1st, 2025
5:30-9:30 p.m.

Donation: $15.00
Includes a meal of Chicken, Seafood, Mac and Cheese,

Dirty Rice, Salad, Dessert and Coffee

D.J.
50/50 Raffle

RSVP to the church office no later than
Thursday, February 27th at 708-442-5250

Bring your family and  friends!


