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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 13th, 2021 10:15 a.m.
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect
divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that
nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive,
but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our understanding.

HOLY COMMUNION

*GATHERING

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE

“Prelude in G Major” from WTC

J. S. Bach

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive
to your word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is
observed for confession and self-examination.
Gracious and merciful God, in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our + Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us
in eternal life. Amen

*GATHERING HYMN
We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus
(Sung by leader)

1

We are baptized in Christ Jesus,
we are baptized in his death;
that as Christ is raised victorious,
we might live a brand new life.
And if we have been united
in a dreadful death like his,
we will all be reunited, for he lives.

2

In the water and the witness,
in the breaking of the bread,
in the waiting arms of Jesus
who is risen from the dead,
God has made a new beginning
from the ashes of our past;
in the losing and the winning we hold fast.

3

Glory be to God the Father,
glory be to Christ the Son,
glory to the Holy Spirit,
ever three and ever one;
as it was in the beginning,
glory now resounds again
in a song that has no ending. Amen

Text: John C. Ylvisaker
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

*GREETING
Responses are spoken gently by the congregation.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft
us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to
those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING

Ezekiel 17:22-24
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose someone
from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be
planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus
from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was
raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL READING

Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark… Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and
understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us come before the Triune God in prayer. A brief silence is observed.
Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that
the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth
to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability
to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to
others. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those
who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness, and those whom we name… Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for
our church musicians. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this
place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs
from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you, especially… We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your
new creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures
forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us
with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken gently by the congregation.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.
DISTRIBUTION
*BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and
nourished us at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ.
Now send us forth to be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth
this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
The blessing of the living God,
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
surround and sustain you,
keep you from harm,
and fill you with courage. Amen
*SENDING HYMN

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
(Sung by leader)

1

Almighty God, your word is cast
like seed into the ground;
now let the dew of heav'n descend
and righteous fruits abound.

2

Let not the sly satanic foe
this holy seed remove,
but give it root in ev'ry heart
to bring forth fruits of love.

3

Let not the world's deceitful cares
the rising plant destroy,
but let it yield a hundredfold
the fruits of peace and joy.

4

So when the precious seed is sown,
life-giving grace bestow,
that all whose souls the truth receive
its saving pow'r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.

*DISMISSAL
Responses are spoken gently by the congregation.
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Olden Style

Grieg

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER
ASSISTING MINISTER
MUSIC MINISTER
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LECTOR
GREETER
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ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS
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Fred Kuzel
Walter and Judith Cudecki
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Members of the Congregation: Larry Crachy, Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine
Haase, Anita Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Dot Myers, George Pagurko, Steve Podzamsky,
Mary Sasuta, Mary Sordel and Olga Zavodny
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Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Michele Mason, Donald Neal, Pat
Pileggi, Dolores Pollitz, Alice Puglise, John Racek, Dr. Craig Reckard, Sandy Rossella,
Rev. Dave Stefanson, Harvey Swenson, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Ralph
Thompson, Mark Van Scharrel, Anthony Valdez and Taz Zajac

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, died 379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, died
around 385; Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop of Constantinople, died around 389;
Macrina, teacher, died around 379
Monday, June 14th
The Cappadocian fathers, as the three men in this group are known, explored the
mystery of the Holy Trinity. Basil's monastic rule forms the basis for Eastern
monastic life. Gregory of Nazianzus defended orthodox Christianity in
Constantinople. Gregory of Nyssa, Basil's younger brother, wrote on the spiritual
life. Macrina, older sister of Basil and Gregory of Nyssa, was the leader of a
community dedicated to asceticism, meditation, and prayer.
Emanuel Nine, martyrs, died 2015
Thursday, June 17th
On June 17th, 2015, Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie
Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance, DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Daniel
Lee Simmons, Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Myra Thompson were murdered
by a self-professed white supremacist while they were gathered for Bible study and
prayer at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church (often referred to as
Mother Emanuel) in Charleston, South Carolina. Pastors Pinckney and Simmons
were both graduates of the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary. A resolution
to commemorate June 17th as a day of repentance for the martyrdom of the Emanuel
Nine was adopted by the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America on August 8th, 2019. Congregations of the ELCA are encouraged to
reaffirm their commitment to repenting of the sins of racism and white supremacy
which continue to plague this church, to venerate the martyrdom of the Emanuel
Nine, and to mark this day of penitence with study and prayer.
Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
June 6th , 2021
Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020:
Offering Received for the Above Categories:
Shortage:

$2,597.00
$1,098.00
$1,499.00

