FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
February 7", 2021 %= 10:15 a.m.

In Isaiah the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars
also strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the
hand of the creator God, lifting up the sick woman to health and service
(diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up and healed to
serve. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless, like Jesus, we seek
to renew our own strength in quiet times of prayer.

SERVICE OF THE WORD
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP
(GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

God of peace, we confess that we are not at peace—with others or with
ourselves. We bring to you all that tears us apart: discord in our families,
violence in our world, our own conflicted hearts. In your mercy, mend us.
Reunite us with one another and to you. Let peace reign over all the earth,
through the Prince of Peace, our Savior and Lord Jesus. Amen

In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon
grace: forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken
heart. Hear this word of God’s pardon and peace: in the name of Jesus our
Savior, you are free from all your sins. Rise, shine, for your light has come.
Amen
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*GATHERING HYMN On Eagle's Wings
(Sung by leader.)

1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
who abide in this shadow for life,
say to the Lord: "My refuge,
my rock in whom I trust!"

Refrain
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of his hand.

2 The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
and famine will bring you no fear;
under God's wings your refuge,
with faithfulness your shield. Refrain

3 You need not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day;
though thousands fall about you,
near you it shall not come. Refrain

4  For to the angels God's given a command
to guard you in all of your ways;
upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Final refrain
And he will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of his hand;
and hold you, hold you in the palm of his hand.

Text: Michael Joncas, b. 1957
Text © 1979 OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.



*(GREETING

The grace that 1s Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the
faint. Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good news may
be made known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:21-31
The Judeans in exile have a good reason to be hopeful: the one who will bring them to
freedom is the God who created the world, the God who subdues the rulers of the earth
and gives strength to those who are weary.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
God entrusted Paul with the responsibility of bringing the gospel to diverse people.
Hence the focus of Paul’s ministry is not his own rights or privileges as an apostle but
the privilege of serving God by freely sharing the good news of Christ with others.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*(GOSPEL READING Mark 1:29-39

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark...
Glory to you, O Lord.

Everywhere Jesus goes, many people expect him to set them free from oppression.
Everywhere he goes, he heals people and sets them free. Disease, devils, and death are
running for their lives. The forces that diminish human life are rendered powerless by
Jesus.

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. David Olson
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.

For the church: for ministries of healing and wholeness, for hospital, hospice, and
military chaplains, for those serving in prison ministry, for all who proclaim
freedom and release in the name of Jesus, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For the nations: for all who lead in cities and towns, states and countries; for
community organizers, school officials, and CEOs; for international health
organizations, that in times of trial, fear, or hopelessness, they find freedom in
service to those most in need, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For all wearied by life’s burdens: for those who are poor, for those lacking
supportive relationships, for those crushed by debt, for those struggling with
chronic pain or other sickness, for those exhausted from overwork or stress, and for
all who cry out to you, especially..., let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For this congregation: for outreach and service ministries centered here ; for parish
nurses and visitors; for ministries of companionship and support, for people in this

place who open us to new understandings, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Here other intercessions may be offered in silence or spoken softly.
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In thanksgiving for the faithful departed, who were called by name and now rest
from their labors, especially... that their lives serve as witnesses to the goodness of
God, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
One who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

*PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING
We offer ourselves—our time, talents and gifts to God.

*THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray. Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all
things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought
life into being. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for
life with you. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith,
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to
your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever. Amen.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken softly by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The God of glory dwell in you richly,

name you beloved,

and shine brightly on your path;

and the blessing of almighty God,

the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen
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*SENDING HYMN Our Father, by Whose Name
(Sung by leader.)

1 Our Father, by whose name
all parenthood is known,
in love divine you claim
each fam'ly as your own.
Bless mothers, fathers, guarding well,
with constant love as sentinel,
the homes in which your people dwell.

2 O Christ, yourself a child
within an earthly home,
with heart still undefiled
to full adulthood come:
our children bless in ev'ry place
that they may all behold your face
and, knowing you, may grow in grace.

3 O Holy Spirit, bind
our hearts in unity
and teach us how to find
the love from self set free;
in all our hearts such love increase
that ev'ry home, by this release,
may be the dwelling place of peace.

Text: F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, alt.
Text © Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved.

*DISMISSAL

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast
to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted;
support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing
in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE [LITURGY

PREACHING MINISTER Rev. David Olson
ASSISTING MINISTER Charles Matthies
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Beverly Tarbox
LECTOR John Broussard

Welcome and thank you to Pastor David Olson for serving as the preaching minister
this morning while Pastor Dennis is on winter break.

PRAYER LIST
Members of the Congregation:

Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Sheryl Hallmann, Anita Horak, Luddy Kovalsky,
Robert Melnyk, Dot Myers, Steve Podzamsky, Mary Sasuta, Bob Skudrna, and Olga Zavodny

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation:

Nora Jill Adelman, Kelly Alvey, Wally Bisping, Mary Costello, Ramona Daugs, Eric
Dennison, Denise Fricano, Bill Holmes, Marjorie Hudnall, Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James
Kuemmerle, Daryle Lauritsen, Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Michele
Mason, Donald Neal, Pat Pileggi, Dolores Pollitz, Alice Puglise, John Racek, Dr. Craig
Reckard, Dale Renville, Sandy Rossella, Rev. Dave Stefanson, Jim Sward, Harvey Swenson,
Jacob Swenson, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Ralph Thompson, Mark Van Scharrel and Taz
Zajac

UPCOMING COMMEMORATION

Cyril, monk, died 869, Methodius, bishop, died 885; missionaries to the Slavs

Sunday, February 14"

These two brothers from Thessalonika, Greece, were monks and were sent to bring
Christianity to the Slavic people. In the course of their work they created a written
language, inventing the Cyrillic alphabet for it, and translated the Bible and the liturgy.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
January 31*, 2021

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020: $2,597.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories:  $.00
Shortage: $.00




