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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in an offering plate.
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

February 21st, 2021

10:15 a.m.

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the
death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five
covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which
to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood with
the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with
us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole
world.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

Psalm

Händel

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Come, let us acknowledge our sin and seek God's face, that we may live.
A brief silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
Holy God, we confess that we have turned away from you and from our neighbors,
and in toward ourselves. We have sought security in possessions and the place of
power in relationships. We have trusted ourselves most of all. Turn us back to you,
O God. In your mercy, forgive our sinfulness and cleanse us from guilt and shame.
Guide us on the path of freedom that is your gift to us in Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hear for yourselves: There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
In the waters of baptism grace abounds for you and for all. God turns to you in love
and puts away every sin, every wrong turn, for the sake of + Jesus, the one God sent
to save the world. Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
(Sung by leader.)

1

O Lord, throughout these forty days
you prayed and kept the fast;
inspire repentance for our sin,
and free us from our past.

2

You strove with Satan, and you won;
your faithfulness endured;
lend us your nerve, your skill, and trust
in God's eternal word.

3

Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed
and fixed your mind above;
so teach us to deny ourselves
that we may know God's love.

4

Be with us through this season, Lord,
and all our earthly days,
that when the final Easter dawns,
we join in heaven's praise.

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838-1898; para. Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

*GREETING
The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from
sin, be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the
chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin.
Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked
foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING

Genesis 9:8-17
Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God destroys
the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet divine
destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, God blesses
humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING
1 Peter 3:18-22
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts
through baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our
new life in Christ.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL READING

Mark 1:9-15

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark...
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan
so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence is observed.
In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church
throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always
in the good news of your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the
earth’s creatures. Empower the work of biologists, conservationists and educators.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of
leaders in our community and throughout the world, that they maintain justice for
the lowly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees
crossing dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and
strength to all who suffer, especially… Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our
baptismal identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen
this congregation’s ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered in silence or spoken softly.
In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you
for all those who have died trusting in your faithfulness, especially… Bring us with
them to the fullness of your reign. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words
of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the
paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of
your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:
the promise to Israel,
the rescue from Egypt,
the gift of the promised land,
the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,
who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,
that we who share in Christ's body and blood
may live to the praise of your glory
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Join our prayers with those of your servants
of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.
Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever. Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken softly by the congregation.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Return to the Lord with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey and drink for
the desert.
DISTRIBUTION
*BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain
us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a
making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,
and claimed us as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you + peace. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
(Sung by leader.)

1

I want Jesus to walk with me;
I want Jesus to walk with me;
all along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

2

In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
in my trials, Lord, walk with me;
when my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

3

When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual

*DISMISSAL
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Prelude

Gershwin
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, died 156
Tuesday, February 23rd
Because he is said to have been known by John, the author of Revelation, as well as the
important early church fathers Irenaeus and Ignatius, Polycarp serves as a vital link in
church history. He was burned at the stake at age 86 for refusing to renounce his faith.
Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, died 1921
Thursday, February 25th
Born in Norway and trained there as a deaconess, Fedde was asked to come and minister
to the poor and to seamen in New York City. She established the Deaconess House in
Brooklyn as well as Deaconess Hospital in Minneapolis.
Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
February 14th , 2021
Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020:
Offering Received for the Above Categories:
Shortage:

Desert sunset near Tucson. Photo by Deborah Hinlicky Kury.

$2,597.00
$.00
$.00

