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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in an offering plate.
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 31st, 2021  10:15 a.m.

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in
Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways of
pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that
authority in God’s word, around which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit
that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE Serenade Schubert

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

God of peace, we confess that we are not at peace—with others or with
ourselves. We bring to you all that tears us apart: discord in our families,
violence in our world, our own conflicted hearts. In your mercy, mend us.
Reunite us with one another and to you. Let peace reign over all the earth,
through the Prince of Peace, our Savior and Lord Jesus. Amen

In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon
grace: forgiveness that is stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken
heart. Hear this word of God’s pardon and peace: in the name of Jesus our
Savior, you are free from all your sins. Rise, shine, for your light has come.
Amen



*GATHERING HYMN           The Only Son from Heaven
        (Sung by leader.)

1 The only Son from heaven,
foretold by ancient seers,
by God the Father given,
in human form appears.
No sphere his light confining,
no star so brightly shining
as he, our Morning Star.

2 Oh, time of God appointed,
oh, bright and holy morn!
He comes, the king anointed, 
the Christ, the virgin-born,
grim death to vanquish for us,
to open heav'n before us
and bring us life again.

3 Awaken, Lord, our spirit
to know and love you more,
in faith to stand unshaken,
in spirit to adore,
that we, through this world moving,
each glimpse of heaven proving,
may reap its fullness there.

4 O Father, here before you
with God the Holy Ghost,
and Jesus, we adore you,
O pride of angel-host:
before you mortals lowly
cry, "Holy, holy, holy,
O blessed Trinity!"

Text: Elizabeth Cruciger, 1500-1535; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-1874, alt.



*GREETING

The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace be with you all. 
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your
radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring
wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all
creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law
for the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses
assures the people that God will continue to guide them through prophets who will
proclaim the divine word.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ
as license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other,
impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to each other that their
behavior does not cause another to sin.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL READING Mark 1:21-28

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark...
Glory to you, O Lord.

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize
Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave
and people are amazed at his authority.

The gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Rev. Padraig McGuire

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all people in need.

For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world:
prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its
ministries, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and
farms; and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists,
let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid
attorneys and elected officials; for all responsible for the well-being of civil society,
let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized,
especially those with Covid-19, those living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with
mental illness, those who are hungry or homeless, and all in any need, especially…
and for care-givers, hospice workers, and home health aides, let us pray. Have
mercy, O God.

For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship,
those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and
for other needs in our community, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.



Here other intercessions may be offered in silence or spoken softly.

For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for
the baptized who have died in the Lord, especially… let us pray. Have mercy, O
God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
One who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Good and loving God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a
mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender
care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.

*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.



*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of
the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the miracle of water
turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.

 All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

Spoken softly by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with
heavenly food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow,
every day—that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise
both now and forever. Amen 

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

The God of glory dwell in you richly,
name you beloved,
and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen



*SENDING  HYMN Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
(Sung by leader.)

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
manifested by the star
to the sages from afar,
branch of royal David's stem
in thy birth at Bethlehem:
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

2 Manifest at Jordan's stream,
prophet, priest, and king supreme;
and at Cana wedding guest
in thy Godhead manifest;
manifest in pow'r divine,
changing water into wine;
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

3 Manifest in making whole
weakened body, fainting soul;
manifest in valiant fight,
quelling all the devil's might;
manifest in gracious will,
ever bringing good from ill:
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
present in thy holy word;
grace to imitate thee now
and be pure, as pure art thou;
that we might become like thee
at thy great epiphany,
and may praise thee, ever blest,
God in flesh made manifest.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.



*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Liebesleid Kreisler

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Rev. Padraig McGuire
ASSISTING MINISTER Carrie Watkiss
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Carrie Watkiss
LECTOR John Kostelny
GREETER Carole Pollitz
USHER Fred Kuzel
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTAN Fred Kuzel

Welcome and thank you again to Pastor Padraig McGuire for serving as the
preaching and presiding minister this morning while Pastor Dennis is on winter
break. 

PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation:

Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Sheryl Hallmann, Anita Horak, Luddy
Kovalsky, Robert Melnyk, Dot Myers, Steve Podzamsky, Mary Sasuta, Bob Skudrna,
and Olga Zavodny

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation:

Kelly Alvey, Jeri Basek, Wally Bisping, Mary Costello, Ramona Daugs, Eric Dennison,
Denise Fricano, Bill Holmes, Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Daryle Lauritsen,
Lenyce Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Michele Mason, Donald Neal,
Pat Pileggi, Dolores Pollitz, Alice Puglise, John Racek, Dr. Craig Reckard, Dale
Renville, Sandy Rossella, Rev. Dave Stefanson, Jim Sward, Harvey Swenson, Jacob
Swenson, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Ralph Thompson, Mark Van Scharrel and Taz
Zajac



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Presentation of Our Lord
Tuesday, February 2nd 
Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph presented him in the
temple in accordance with Jewish law. There they were greeted by Simeon, an aged
priest who offered the song "Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace," as well as
by the prophet Anna, who spoke of the redemption of Israel.

Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 865
Wednesday, February 3rd 
A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to Germany
where he was named bishop of Hamburg. He is remembered for his love for poor people.

The Martyrs of Japan, died 1597
Friday, February 5th 
Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and Franciscan
missionaries. The religion was suppressed, however, and in 1597 twenty-six missionaries
and converts were crucified. Nevertheless, Christianity survived and later prospered.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
January 24th , 2021

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020: $2,597.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $1,309.00
Shortage:     $1,288.00


