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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

DAY OF PENTECOST
May 23rd, 2021 10:15 a.m.
Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
Crossing all boundaries that would separate us, the Spirit brings the wideness of
God’s mercy to places we least expect it—to a crowd of strangers of different lands
and tongues, to dry bones, to our weak hearts. Jesus promises his disciples that they
will be accompanied by the Holy Spirit, and that this Spirit reveals the truth. We
celebrate that we too have been visited with this same Spirit. Guided by the truth,
we join together in worship, and then disperse to share the fullness of Christ’s love
with the world.

HOLY COMMUNION

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

*GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

“Chorus” from Elijah

Mendelssohn

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Spoken responsively by the leader and congregation.

Alleluia! The Spirit of the Lord fills the world.
Let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God. Alleluia!
With tongues of fire, the Spirit kindles the apostles’ zeal.
They declare in new tongues the wonderful works of God.
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom now and forever.
Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit!
Fill the hearts of your faithful people with your love. Alleluia!

*GATHERING HYMN
Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove
(Sung by leader)

1

Come, gracious Spirit, heav'nly dove,
with light and comfort from above.
Come, be our guardian and our guide;
o'er ev'ry thought and step preside.

2

The light of truth to us display
and make us know and choose your way;
plant holy fear in ev'ry heart,
that we from God may ne'er depart.

3

Lead us to Christ, the living way,
nor let us from his pastures stray.
Lead us in holiness, the road
that we must take to dwell with God.

4

Lead us to heav'n, that we may share
fullness of joy forever there;
lead us to our eternal rest,
to be with God forever blest.

Text: Simon Browne, 1680-1732, alt.

*GREETING
Responses spoken gently by the congregation.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings
truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us
language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING

Acts 2:1-21
Before Jesus ascended into heaven, he told his disciples they would be filled with the
Holy Spirit. Now, surrounded by signs of fire, wind, and a variety of languages in their
midst, the people were amazed and astonished at Jesus' promise coming true.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

Romans 8:22-27
By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of eternal
life so that we await God’s future in hope. In the meantime, the Spirit also intercedes for
us by carrying the prayers of our weak human hearts to God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL READING

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

The Holy Gospel according to St. John… Glory to you, O Lord.
While speaking to his disciples before his death, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as “the
Helper” and describes the difference the Spirit will make in their lives and in the world.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL OFFICERS AND MEMBERS
*CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence.

Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with many and
varied gifts. In the church throughout the world, strengthen us in our envisioning
and dreaming, that it may discover anew the Holy Spirit’s creative work. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The earth is full of your
creatures, living things both great and small. Open your hand and give them the
necessities of this life. Send your fresh Spirit over the face of the earth. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people speaking different
languages proclaimed and heard together your deeds of power. Fill the leaders of
nations with your Holy Spirit, so that they exercise your gracious will in the lives
of people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs of our
hearts. Hear those who cry out to you in distress. Restore to wholeness all who are
in any need this day, especially… Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
God of love, fill this congregation with gratitude for the gifts we have received
from you. Renew our ministries, heal our divisions, and open us to the needs of our
neighbors. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.
God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of praise. We give
you thanks for the many gifts of your people and rejoice in the witness of your
saints, especially… Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your
Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary
Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken gently by the congregation.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.
DISTRIBUTION
*BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we
may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

*SENDING HYMN

Loving Spirit
(Sung by leader)

1

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit,
you have chosen me to be
you have drawn me to your wonder,
you have set your sign on me.

2

Like a mother you enfold me,
hold my life within your own,
feed me with your very body,
form me of your flesh and bone.

3

Like a father you protect me,
teach me the discerning eye,
hoist me up upon your shoulder,
let me see the world from high.

4

Friend and lover, in your closeness
I am known and held and blessed:
in your promise is my comfort,
in your presence I may rest.

5

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit,
you have chosen me to be—
you have drawn me to your wonder,
you have set your sign on me.

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931
Text © 1987 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*DISMISSAL
Responses spoken gently by the congregation.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Pilgrim Chorus

Wagner
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died 1783; scientists
Monday, May 24th
These two men were both scientists who helped to explain the wonders of God's
universe. Copernicus is best known for promoting the idea that the sun, not the earth, is
at the center of our solar system. Euler was one of the founders of pure mathematics, and
contributed to many other fields.
John Calvin, renewer of the church, died 1564
Thursday, May 27th
Gifted both as a systematic theologian and as an interpreter of scriptures, Calvin
embraced the Reformation, and as a preacher in Geneva, Switzerland, brought a
theocratic government to it. He is regarded as the father of the Reformed churches.
Jiri Tranovský, hymnwriter, died 1637
Saturday, May 29th
Tranovský is considered to be the father of Slovak hymnody as well as an important
reformer of the Slavic church. He translated the Augsburg Confession (the basis of
Lutheran teachings) and published a collection of Slovak hymns.
Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
May 16th , 2021
Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020:
Offering Received for the Above Categories:
Shortage:

$2,597.00
$
.00
$
.00

