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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 2nd, 2021 10:15 a.m.
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of
the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery
of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes
us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life.
As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out
to bear fruit for the life of the world.

HOLY COMMUNION

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

*GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

Trio

*EASTER ANNOUNCEMENT
Announced responsively by the leader and congregation.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain! Alleluia!
He gives us new life and hope through his resurrection! Alleluia!
Rejoice then, even in your distress.
We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears.
God has claimed us as his own.
God has called us from our darkness into the light of his day.
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Brahms

*GATHERING HYMN

Now the Green Blade Rises
(Sung by leader)

1

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

2

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
thinking that he would never wake again;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

3

Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

4

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
love is come again like wheat arising green.

Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958
Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928. All rights reserved

*GREETING
Responses spoken gently by the congregation.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot
live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and
know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING
Acts 8:26-40
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his
African home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter
to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by
Philip.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING

1 John 4:7-21
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom
we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward
God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence of God is love.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL READING

John 15:1-8

The Holy Gospel according to St. John… Glory to you, O Lord.
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would
have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart from him, they
can do nothing.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in
you. Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth
so that it bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.
You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of
creation, may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for
life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth
assurance of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for
those they are called to serve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your
love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs
of all, especially… Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.
You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit, especially with
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria and those we name before you, especially…
With them, may our hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken gently by the congregation.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*EASTER INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.
DISTRIBUTION
*BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*EASTER POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we
may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

*SENDING HYMN

Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing
(Sung by leader)

1

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

2

Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching ev’ry place and time.

3

In ev’ry insult, rift, and war,
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.

4

Women and men, in age and youth,
can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
and find the way, the life, the truth,
revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

5

Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.

*DISMISSAL
Responses spoken gently by the congregation.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Gold and Silver

Léhar
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PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER
ASSISTING MINISTER
MUSIC MINISTER
SERVICE LEADER
LECTOR
GREETER
USHER
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS

Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
Charles Matthies
David Richards
Brandon Michaels
George Valek
Ann Kmet
John Kostelny
Carole Pollitz and Kristine Boike

PRAYER LIST
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373
Sunday, May 2nd
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those who
taught otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of the
Council of Nicea. He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright views.
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387
Tuesday, May 4th
Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaithful, but whom
she helped bring into the Christian faith. She repeated the influence on her son
Augustine, who went on to become one of the greatest church teachers.
Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416
Saturday, May 8th
When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she later
compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of medieval
mysticism. The visions declared that love was the meaning of religious experience,
provided by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love.
Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF)
Saturday, May 8th
Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of Mauritania
was a soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of Maximian, Victor
died for his faith at Milan.
Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
April 25th , 2021
Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020:
Offering Received for the Above Categories:
Shortage:

$2,597.00
$ 913.00
$1,684.00

The True Vine

