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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 9th, 2021  10:15 a.m.

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of
friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s
Gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the
essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality
of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends
are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of Christian community
commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*EASTER ANNOUNCEMENT 
Announced responsively by the leader and congregation.

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain! Alleluia! 
He gives us new life and hope through his resurrection! Alleluia! 

Rejoice then, even in your distress. 
We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears. 

God has claimed us as his own. 
God has called us from our darkness into the light of his day. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!



*GATHERING HYMN Borning Cry
(Sung by leader)

1 "I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized
to see your life unfold.
I was there when you were but a child,
with a faith to suit you well;
in a blaze of light you wandered off
to find where demons dwell."

2 "When you heard the wonder of the Word
I was there to cheer you on;
you were raised to praise the living Lord,
to whom you now belong.
If you find someone to share your time
and you join your hearts as one,
I'll be there to make your verses rhyme
from dusk till rising sun."

3 "In the middle ages of your life,
not too old, no longer young,
I'll be there to guide you through the night,
complete what I've begun.
When the evening gently closes in
and you shut your weary eyes,
I'll be there as I have always been,
with just one more surprise."

4 "I was there to hear your borning cry,
I'll be there when you are old.
I rejoiced the day you were baptized
to see your life unfold."

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Text © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker



*GREETING
Responses spoken gently by the congregation.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all
things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus
Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Acts 10:44-48
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the
Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the
lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 John 5:1-6
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love
and faith.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL READING John 15:9-17

The Holy Gospel according to St. John… Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them
in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they
love one another.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

MOTHERS’ DAY READING My Name Is Mary by Sarah Hinlicky Wilson
ELCA Missionary to Japan

(Read by Abby and Beverly Tarbox)

AFFIRMATION OF A MARRIAGE: CELEBRATING THE 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY OF
 WALTER AND JUDITH CUDECKI 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence.

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds
among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving
thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the
church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill the
earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and sky,
burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love.
Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so
that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with those
who are sick or suffering, especially… Provide for those needing homes or medical
care and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own
communities. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and
mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers who
grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who have never
known a loving mother. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We remember
with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives, especially…
Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken gently by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*EASTER INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.

DISTRIBUTION En Prière Fauré

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

*EASTER POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we
may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord. Amen.



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen 

*SENDING  HYMN        Jesus Loves Me!
(Sung by leader)

1 Jesus loves me! this I know,
for the Bible tells me so;
little ones to him belong,
they are weak, but he is strong.

Refrain
Yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
yes, Jesus loves me,
the Bible tells me so.

2 Jesus loves me! he who died
heaven's gates to open wide;
he will wash away my sin,
let his little child come in. Refrain

3 Jesus loves me! he will stay
close beside me all the way;
when at last I come to die,
he will take me home on high. Refrain

Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.



*DISMISSAL

Responses spoken gently by the congregation.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE La Belle Au Bois Dormant Chaikovsky

SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER Vicki Michaels
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Jane Lauritsen
LECTOR Carrie Watkiss
READERS Abby Tarbox and Beverly Tarbox
GREETER Karyn Bute
USHER Janet Broussard
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Carole Pollitz and Kristine Boike

PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation: Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Ann Head,
Anita Horak, Luddy Kovalsky, Dot Myers, George Pagurko, Steve Podzamsky, Mary
Sasuta, Mary Sordel and Olga Zavodny

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Kelly Alvey, Brian Bakalich, Wally Bisping,
Mary Costello, Ramona Daugs, Eric Dennison, Denise Fricano, Bill Holmes, Marjorie
Hudnall, Nicole Kisiel, Mary Kmet, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Daryle Lauritsen, Lenyce
Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Michele Mason, Pat Pileggi, Dolores
Pollitz, Alice Puglise, John Racek, Dr. Craig Reckard, Dale Renville, Sue Renville,
Sandy Rossella, Rev. Dave Stefanson, Harvey Swenson, Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox,
Ralph Thompson, Mark Van Scharrel, Anthony Valdez and Taz Zajac



ALTAR FLOWERS

The flowers at the Lord’s Table today are given in celebration of the 50th Wedding
Anniversary of Walter and Judith Cudecki on May 8th; and also in memory of dear
mother +Betty Zittman+ on Mother’s Day by remembering family Rocky, Tina and
grandchildren.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 1760
Sunday, May 9th 
When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's land. He
agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this community.
Zinzendorf participated in these missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns
characteristic of his Pietistic faith.
Matthias, Apostle
Friday, May 14th 
Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' resurrection, as a replacement for the
dead Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the followers of Jesus throughout the Lord's
ministry. Formerly commemorated on February 24th, Matthias's celebration is moved to May
14th in agreement with most Western calendars.

God of all creation, pour out your blessing on all mothers and those who provide motherly
care. You have made them in your image and given them children to love and care for in your
name. Bless them with a heart like your heart: loving and kind, comforting and strong,
nurturing and grace-filled. As they participate in your ongoing creativity, give them
discernment to help their children discover their unique gifts. As they teach their children,
grant them wisdom to know what is truly valuable. As they strive to share your unconditional
love, give them long-suffering patience and a lively sense of humor. As they model your mercy,
help them extend the forgiveness they themselves freely receive from you. In all circumstances
fortify their faith, that they may love you above all. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen (From
sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.)

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
May 2nd , 2021

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020: $2,597.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $         .00
Shortage:     $         .00


