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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
November 8th, 2020  10:15 a.m.

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to
encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of
the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we
celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the
marriage feast of the lamb.
 

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

and PRELUDE

*ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. Silence is observed for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen



*GATHERING HYMN Lord God, We Praise You
(Sung by leader.)

1 Lord God, we praise you, now the night is over,
active and watchful, standing here before you;
singing, we offer prayer and meditation;
thus we adore you.

2 Monarch of all things, fit us for your mansions;
banish our weakness, health and wholeness sending;
bring us to heaven, where your saints united
joy without ending.

3 All-holy Father, Son, and equal Spirit,
Trinity blessed, send us your salvation;
yours is the glory, gleaming and resounding
through all creation.

Text: attr. Gregory I, 540-604; tr. composite

*GREETING

The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace be with you all. 
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with
the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs
of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24
In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of
great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He
said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and
righteousness in the community.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING   1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from
the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with
the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting
life with Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL READING Matthew 25:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew...
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness
at all times.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s
power on the church, the world, and all in need. A brief silence is observed.

Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship
with sincere and heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists
who lead us in praise and prayer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made.
Bless the work of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into
harmonious living with your creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the
courtrooms of every land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who
stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for both justice and
mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of
those who live and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle
with their identity and place in this world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty
and retired military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the
line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service
members and others whom we name… Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Here other intercessions may be offered in silence or spoken softly.

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died,
especially… Remind us of the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us
to use them for the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen.

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends
of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.



*DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling, and
strengthen us to run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and
rejoice with them in glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and
all the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.



*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken softly by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.

DISTRIBUTION

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING

May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen 

*SENDING  HYMN Let Justice Flow like Streams
(Sung by leader.)

1 Let justice flow like streams
of sparkling water, pure,
enabling growth, refreshing life,
abundant, cleansing, sure.

2 Let righteousness roll on
as others' cares we heed,
an ever-flowing stream of faith
translated into deed.

3 So may God's plumb line, straight,
define our measure true,
and justice, right, and peace pervade
this world our whole life through.

Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Dennis Lauritsen, pastor
ASSISTING MINISTER John Broussard
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
LECTOR George Valek
GREETERS Sandy Garvey and Ann Kmet
USHER Janet Broussard
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Fred Kuzel and Jane Lauritsen

PRAYER LIST

Members of the Congregation:

Anne Gavac, Helen Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Shirley Kostelny, Robert Melnyk, Dot
Myers, Steve Podzamsky, Mary Sasuta, Bob Skudrna and Olga Zavodny

Friends and Relatives of the Congregation:

Kelly Alvey, Paul Bakke, Wally Bisping, Mary Costello, Les Cudzik, Ramona
Daugs,  Eric Dennison, Sue Doyle, Fernando Freire, Denise Fricano, Jacob Kavicky,
Nicole Kisiel, Rev. James Kuemmerle, Daryle Lauritsen, Delores Linden, Darlene
Loughlin, Michele Mason, Donald Neal, Danny Orozco, Pat Pileggi, Dolores
Pollitz, Alice Puglise, John Racek, Dr. Craig Reckard, Dale Renville, Sandy
Rossella, Rev. Dave Stefanson, Jim Sward, Harvey Swenson, Jacob Swenson,
Gertrude Tarbox, Janie Tarbox, Ralph Thompson, Mark Van Scharrel, Kyle Schardt
and Taz Zajac.



UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Martin, Bishop of Tours, died 397
Wednesday, November 11th 
Martin's pagan father enlisted him in the Roman army. Approached by a beggar, Martin
cut his cloak in half and gave part to the man, whom he later understood as representing
Christ. He asked to leave the army, but was jailed instead. After his release, he became
a preacher, and later a bishop.

Søren Aabye Kierkegaard, teacher, died 1855
Wednesday, November 11th 
Kierkegaard was a Danish theologian whose writings also gave rise to the modern
philosophy of existentialism. He frequently attacked the complacency of the state church
of his day, as well as its desire to be accepted by polite society rather than be a
stumbling block.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
November 1st, 2020

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2020: $2,597.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $.00
Shortage:     $.00


