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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 19th, 2020 10:15 a.m.
It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat
and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul,
we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering.
Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises
of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

HOLY COMMUNION
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, setting four, Pages 147-155
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE

Gloria

Wenzel Müller

WELCOME AND *ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one
another. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon
us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse
us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our
refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given to
us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners; and
for his sake, God + forgives you all your sins. Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN

Praise and Thanksgiving
(Sung by leader.)

1

Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer
for all things living, you have made good:
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

2

God, bless the labor we bring to serve you,
that with our neighbor we may be fed.
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you,
harvesting, milling for daily bread.

3

Father, providing food for your children,
by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share
one with another, so that, rejoicing
with us, all others may know your care.

4

Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people,
freely confessing your gracious hand.
Where you are reigning, no one will hunger;
your love sustaining showers the land.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

*GREETING
The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace be with you all.
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness
and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we
may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING
Isaiah 44:6-8
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to
pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING
Romans 8:12-25
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which
enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives
us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and
decay.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL READING

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s
judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human
history.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your
field. Help your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of
resolve and gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the
gift of new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation
experiences freedom from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the
fabric of the human family, now torn apart by disease and division. Guide us by
your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted.
Open our hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped
by despair, and all who suffer in any way, especially… Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new
opportunities. We pray for those who cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered in silence or softly spoken.
God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom.
We remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close
to us, especially… Gather us with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
MUSICAL SELECTION
*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends
of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.

*DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

*PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Spoken softly by the congregation.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.
DISTRIBUTION
*BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.
*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BLESSING
May God, whose power working in us
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever. Amen
*SENDING HYMN

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
(Sung by leader.)

1

My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own I claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Refrain
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.
2

When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev'ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

3

His oath, his covenant, his blood
sustain me in the raging flood;
when all supports are washed away,
he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

4

When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may I then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! Refrain

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.

*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Valse

Chopin
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Mary Magdalene, Apostle
Wednesday, July 22
Sometimes called "the apostle to the apostles" because she told them of her encounter
with the risen Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his
ministry. She was present at Jesus' crucifixion and his burial.
Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373
Thursday, July 23
Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she
gave all that she owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns led by
a woman. Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta.
James, Apostle
Saturday, July 25
James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their call
from Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is the
only one recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2).

JUDGMENT AND MERCY
Matthew’s gospel knows little compromise: sheep or goats, wheat or weeds, good
or evil. Finding the good news of God’s love for all people, for all creation, can be
a challenge in this book. Today’s gospel is no exception. Jesus interprets a parable
for the disciples; he announces that all evildoers will be thrown into the furnace of
fire, while the righteous will shine like the sun. The “Son of Man” will judge the
world. Matthew’s phrase “for the kingdom of heaven may be compared to . . .”
occurs here for the first time in this gospel. Jesus’ parable is a genuine metaphor—it
is best viewed as a whole with no point-by-point comparison. The kingdom of
believers has the same potential as those of the world to do good and to do evil.
Jesus’ allegorical interpretation encourages believers to strive for righteousness, and
emphasizes God as judge.
St. Paul, however, in his letter to the church at Rome focuses on God as merciful
judge. He proclaims that all creation will be freed from decay and receive
redemption. Paul reminds us our hope lies with God, our parent through a spirit of
adoption. This dichotomous picture of God as judge and giver of mercy began with
last Sunday’s texts and evidences itself in readings from Romans and Matthew
across the next four Sundays. In some cases the God of mercy is highlighted in
Paul’s letter, at other times in the gospel. This good news, however, is always
present!
The exercise of judgment and mercy reflects God’s emphasis on justice over
fairness. A fair God condemns those who do evil. A just God moves beyond fairness
to justice, peace, and reconciliation. As evil doers, sinners, one and all, we are
grateful for God’s justice towards us and all people.

