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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

During the Prayers of Intercession, you are invited to add your own prayer(s) either
in speech or in silence as indicated by the line: “Other intercessions may be added
here.”You may wish to use this insert to write down your prayer(s)which you may
then offer aloud during that time. If you wish to have your prayers added to the
Prayer of the Church during the coming weeks, please remove and place this card
in the offering plate.
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 5th, 2024  10:15 a.m.

This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship.
We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s Gospel, the image
of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ.
Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which
Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other.
This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the
Spirit.

HOLY COMMUNION
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN WORSHIP, SETTING 4, PAGES 147-155

*GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

PRELUDE

*EASTER CALL TO WORSHIP

Praise be to God,
who rescues us from the power of darkness;
who redeems us, and sets us free!

Praise be to Jesus Christ, the first born of all creation,
through whom all things were made,
in heaven and on the earth.

Praise be to the Spirit of God,
whose presence sustains us,
and whose breath renews all creation.

Behold! I am making all things new!
Come, O God, and make your home among us.
Pour out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

—from New Heaven, New Earth, 
an Easter and Earth Day worship resource (Canadian Foodgrains Bank)



*GATHERING HYMN My God, How Wonderful Thou Art  ELW 863

*GREETING

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all
things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus
Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen

WORD
God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Acts 10:44-48
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy
Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both
Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 98
Prayed responsively by the leader and congregation.

O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. 
His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory.

The Lord has made known his victory; 
he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises.

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, 
with the lyre and the sound of melody.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord.

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
the world and those who live in it.

Let the floods clap their hands; 
let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord, 

for he is coming to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity. 

SECOND READING 1 John 5:1-6
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love
and faith.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION             Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia ELW 364 (Verse 1)

*GOSPEL READING John 15:9-17

The Holy Gospel according to St. John… Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the
days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one
another.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON Pastor Philip Lund

*HYMN OF THE DAY    Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367

*CREED

God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ, living together in trust
and hope we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. A brief silence.

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds
among all Christian churches. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill
the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and
sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.



Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying
love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your
Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great.

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with
those who are sick or suffering, especially… Provide for those needing homes
or medical care and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in
our own communities. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered in speech and silence.

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We
remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives,
especially… Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

*PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day
you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give
us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

*DIALOGUE



*PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the
glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who
gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their
creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
 



O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever. Amen

*LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen



*EASTER INVITATION TO COMMUNION

When we eat this bread we share the body of Christ. When we drink this cup
we share the blood of Christ.
Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of bread, as once you
revealed yourself to your disciples.

DISTRIBUTION Mozartiana Chaikovsky

*BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we
may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen
Lord. Amen

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*BENEDICTION

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

*SENDING  HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee ELW 836
                    
*DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Hungarian Dance Brahms



SERVING IN THE LITURGY
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER Rev. Philip Lund
ASSISTING MINISTER John Broussard
MUSIC MINISTER David Richards
SERVICE LEADER Beverly Tarbox
LECTOR Philip Painter
GREETERS Larry Crachy and Karen Kubik
LIVE STREAM Charles Matthies
USHER Rafael Martinez
ALTAR CARE AND SACRISTANS Carole Pollitz and Jane Lauritsen

IN THE PRAYERS

Members of the Congregation: Helen Gaydusek, Karole Gaydusek, Elaine Haase, Bettye
Harden, Luddy Kovalsky, Rev. James Kuemmerle, George Pagurko and Mary Sasuta.
Friends and Relatives of the Congregation: Betty Bartel, Kurt Behrendt, Wally Bisping,
Dan and Mary Costello, Eric Dennison, Marilyn Dunne, Tom Duran, Barbara Dykes,
Denise Fricano, Walid Jabbar, Ron Kelly, Nicole Kisiel, Trish Klingenmaier, Lenyce
Lawrenson, Delores Linden, Darlene Loughlin, Mary Frances Mason, Michele Mason,
Julie Mroz, Donald Neal, Pat Pileggi, Gail Purcell, Tim Richard, Becky Rosas, Mary Lee
Rosland, Sandy Rossella, Stevie Singer, Peter Spilotro, Kathy Stenson, Janie Tarbox and
the Ullrich Family.

Thank you to Pastor Philip Lund for serving as the preaching and presiding minister in
the liturgy today during this LCC concert weekend for Pastor Dennis.

Current, Benevolence and Freewill Offering
April 28th, 2024

Weekly Budgeted Offering for 2024: $2,615.00
Offering Received for the Above Categories: $3,090.00
Surplus:     $   475.00





UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416
Wednesday, May 8th    
When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she
later compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of
medieval mysticism. The visions declared that love was the meaning of religious
experience, provided by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love.

Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF)
Wednesday, May 8th    
Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of
Mauritania was a soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of
Maximian,Victor died for his faith at Milan.

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 1760
Thursday, May 9th    
When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's
land. He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this
community. Zinzendorf participated in these missions, and is also remembered for
writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith.

Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church 



FREED TO CARE

A mother of a sick child went to sleep late into the night, after ceaseless hours of
tending to her little one. As the night progressed, a train whistled by her home,
motors crashing and crunching the sound of its presence. The mother didn't waken.
The neighbor's radio sounded a wake-up call through an open window of the room
in which she was sleeping. The mother didn't waken. An early morning
thunderstorm rumbled in and out, growing in intensity and pressure with each
passing moment. Still, the mother didn't waken.

But then: the child became restless and whimpered, his voice barely audible, weak.
Instantly the mother awoke. Instantly, she moved to the side of his bed, beginning
tending, calming, healing work.

Love one another, Jesus tells us. Love one another as attentively as a parent loves
a child: watchfully, carefully, bringing into that care all the skills, gifts, and joy in
his or her possession. Love one another, Jesus tells us, even as he, the Lord of life,
has loved us.

We do not need to be consumed with worry over whether we are of any worth. Our
lives are precious. We are held and kept in love that will not let us go. Christ has
snatched us out of the web of all that works to destroy us—sin, death, the power of
the evil one.

Neither do we need to fret about the future, or despair over purpose. The empty
tomb is a sure and certain promise of what is coming our way. And purpose? As we
have been loved, so we are called to love. As we have been served, so are we called
to serve. As we have been given life, in all abundance, so are we to share the gift.



I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as
I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.


